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Mission Statement:  The Wadena Soil & Water Conservation District seeks to 
achieve and maintain the highest quality and quantity of natural resources 
possible through wise stewardship for now and the future within the limits of 
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Low Interest Loans for Individual Septic Treatme nt Systems  
by Molly Costin 

The MN Department of Agriculture provides funds for the Ag BMP Low Interest Loan 
Program which provides loans to qualified individuals for the installation of Septic 

Treatment Systems. The loans can be up to $8,000 with a maximum term of five 

years, with an interest rate of 3%.  The Region 5 Development Commission in 
Staples, MN provides approval and administration of these funds To receive an 

application for funding, call Molly at 218-631-3195 x3 or download the forms at 
www.regionfive.org.  

Feedlots  

by Molly Costin 
Those feedlots with more than 100 Animal Units (AU) are required to keep record of 

manure application and also test their manure and soils once every 4 years. Our office 

has testing supplies available for pickup Monday ï Friday 8 am-4:30 pm if you need 
them. Those sites with greater than 300 AU are required to complete a Manure 

Management Plan as well. For more information on soil/manure testing and Manure 
Management Plans contact the SWCD office or log onto www.mpca.state.mn.us and 

click on Feedlot Rules.  
 

Spring of 2012 weôll be hosting our Annual Feedlot Producers meeting - if you have 

suggestions for topics give us a call (218) 631-3195! Check our website for updates! 

                          Wadena Area Replant Project Update   
    by Anne Oldakowski 
Last year the Wadena SWCD helped organize and plant trees for those that lost them 

to the tornado in the Wadena and Bluffton areas. Over $69,000 has been raised to 
purchase trees for the tornado-stricken areas.  Approximately 4800 trees were planted 

at no cost to 254+ landowners! There were a few landowners that werenôt ready to 
plant trees this past spring, but we still have money available to order trees for the 

spring of 2012. Weôll also be organizing trees for the Wadena County Fairgrounds and 
the new Wadena-Deer Creek High School!  If you have any questions or are interested 

in making a donation to the Wadena Area Replant Project, call Anne or Molly at (218) 

631-3195 x. 3.  You can also go online to find more information or photos of the tree 
planting days:  www.wadenaswcd.org, www.treesforwadena.com, or find us on 
Facebook under the Wadena Area Replant Project!  

SWCD Area 8 Conservation Cooperator  

Wadena Area Replant Project Committee 
This multi-disciplinary committee consisting of knowledgeable personnel and citizens 

from the city of Wadena, NRCS, Wesmin RC&D, Wadena SWCD, MN DNR, business 
owners and homeowners, proved that teamwork and cooperation works in restoring 

the natural ecosystem after the June 17, 2010 tornadoes. A strategic plan was created 

as a template for other tornado-stricken communities to use in the future.  They set 
aside a donation fund, which raised almost $70,000 to purchase trees for landowners 

impacted by the tornadoes.  On a rainy day in the spring of 2011, over 1500 trees and 
shrubs were planted in the community by area Boy Scout troops, civic organizations 

and volunteers, with 3300 more planted the following week.  This committee started 
the healing process of bringing trees back to these communities. 
 

http://www.mpca.state.mn.us/
http://www.wadenaswcd.org/
http://www.treesforwadena.com/
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CONSERVATION PROGRAMS 

Steve Lutes 

 

    If you are interested in doing conservation work or applying for a conservation 

program then you need to come in and see us now.   The EQIP and WHIP program sign-up is all year long but the 

next contract ranking period for 2012 is coming up very soon.  All applications need to be received, reviewed and 
scored by January 27, 2012.   This year features a special opportunity for people in Wadena and East Ottertail to do 

forestry practices as we are located in the high priority zone and there is some special funding in Minnesota for 
forestry practices.  So come on in and see Anne, Ivan, or Steve. 

The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) is also having their first 2012 contract ranking period starting on 

January 13, 2012.  If your application for this program is not in and completed by this date then your application 
will have to wait until the next ranking period.  This program is available only to actively managed cropland, pasture 

or Non-Industrial Private Forest.  This has been an excellent program in the past and this could be the only ranking 
period this year.  Once again if you are interested in CSP then now is the time to come in and see Ivan or Steve.   

This maybe your first and last opportunity for these programs this year, if you are interested or have any questions  
contact us at the USDA Service Center at 4 Alfred Street NE in Wadena or call us at 218-631 3195 ext 3. 
 

Forest Stewardship Planning  
by Anne Oldakowski 

In 2011:  4 forest stewardship plans were written for 362 acres with anoth er plan in the process for 
297 acres.  As of September 30th, there are 274 registered plans in Wadena County, totaling almost 32,000 acres.  

In May of 2011 there were 259 registered plans.  In February of 2010 there were 227 registered plans.  In 2006 

there were 151. 
The goal of the forest stewardship program is to assist you in multiple use management of your woodland.  

We can help you get started on actively managing your woodland for personal benefits, while protecting the quality 
of its natural resources for the future.  The most important thing you can do to start with is deciding on objectives, 

or goals, for your property.  Give Anne a call if you are interested in this program. Our fee schedule is:  0-50 acres 
$250, 51-100 acres $450, 101-150 acres $600, 151-200 acres $800, and 201+ acres $1000.  Sometimes there are 

federal cost-share funds available to help implement activities recommended in the plan, like tree planting, pruning, 

thinning and bud capping.  So, if you are interested in keeping your forest land as healthy and productive as 
possible ï both for your own enjoyment and for future owners ï then contact me for more information! 

Do you have a wetland?  

by Molly Costin 
When dealing with wetland projects in the county Iôm realizing thereôs a bit of confusion as to the definition of a 

ñwetlandò. Since this is determined on site and on a case by case basis the answer is not as cut and dried as Iôd like 

it to be, but I can atleast offer the same guidelines by which we make determinations. This should NOT be used 
instead of contacting a professional to make a wetland determination, but might help shed a little light on our 

processes. The three parameters for determining if a site is a wetland are 1) soils, 2) vegetation, and 3) hydrology. 
Basically, soils need to be ñhydricò as in having indicators of being saturated or inundated by water within the soil 

profile (see the Field Indicators of Hydric Indicators in the United States v.7.0). Vegetation needs to pass a 
dominance test showing that the dominant vegetation in the test area is vegetation that only grows in wetland 

areas, and as for hydrology- that should be somewhat self explanatory- if thereôs water on or near the soil surface 

at the time of inspection. Not all three of the parameters are always required for a site to be considered a wetland. 
For more information on how to tell if your site is a wetland ï log on to www.bwsr.state.mn.us and click on 

wetlands!  

  

Wadena Water Resources  
by Anne Oldakowski 

Weôve had a lot of changes in staff this past year, but one of our top priorities remains our county water plan and 

projects related to it.  My duties include implementing the Crow Wing Watershed Restoration and Protection 
Project, the Crow Wing Surface Water Assessment Grant, the Red Eye Surface Water Assessment Grant, and the 

MN Department of Ag Central Sand Plains Private Well Monitoring Network.  I will be updating our website 
(www.wadenaswcd.org) with each of these projects.  We have also applied for Clean Water Fund Competitive 

Grants through the Board of Water and Soil Resources. 
 

http://www.bwsr.state.mn.us/
http://www.wadenaswcd.org/
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In this issue:  
Update on current programs/projects 
2012 Tree Order Form 

THE WADENA SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT AND USDA-NRCS 

PROHIBITS DISCRIMINATION IN ALL ITS PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES ON THE 
BASIS OF RACE, COLOR, NATIONAL ORIGIN, SEX, RELIGION, AGE, DISABILITY, 
POLITICAL BELIEFS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, OR MARITAL OR FAMILY STATUS. 


