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2019 Year In Review

New Technician Hired!
Mitchell started as a District Technician in September, 2019 at the Wadena SWCD office.
He provides assistance with the Wetland Conservation Act, the County Feedlot Program,
the County Ag Inspector Program, the Aquatic Species Program, the Buffer Program,
and other programs of the East Otter Tail and Wadena SWCDs. His most important job
is making sure the coffee pot is always full! He has a background in production
agriculture and agronomy, and in his spare time likes to hunt, trap, fly, and bike.

OUR WEBSITE: WADENASWCD.ORG

Planning by the Watershed Boundary
While working at a watershed level with adjacent county
partners, this plan will help us prioritize issues and where future
work should occur in the Redeye Watershed. For more
information, visit: www.eotswcd.org/one/LWR1W1P/

Aquatic Invasive Species
•

Inspectors will be at local county
lake
accesses during the open water
season to conduct inspections of
boats entering and leaving the lakes
to help stop the spread of Aquatic
Invasive Species.

•

Removing plants and debris is needed to ensure that invasives are not
transported to other waters in the
state.

State Cost-Share Program
The purpose of the State Cost-Share Program is to help local landowners offset the cost of installing
conservation practices that protect and improve water quality by controlling soil erosion and reducing
sedimentation. The program provides up to 75 percent of
the total eligible cost of a practice! There are
twelve conservation practices eligible for this program.
Some of those practices are:
•

Critical Area Stabilization, Field Wind Breaks

•

Strip-cropping, Unused Well Sealing (50%)

•

Wastewater and Feedlot Runoff Control

•

Streambank, Shoreland, and Roadside Protection

“Helping People Help the Land”
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
This program helps ag and forest producers maintain and adopt conservation activities
addressing the priority resource concerns on their land.
Wadena County has: 25 Nonindustrial Private Forest (NIPF) and 26 Ag Contracts that were
serviced in 2019 treating 12,743 acres.

Conservation Planning
(Boots on the Ground)
Pictured is work to improve pasture
quantity and quality, while improving soil health and water quality.

District Conservationist: Joshua Hanson, right
Soil Conservation Technician: Ivan
Reinke, left

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
EQIP is designed to assist farmers and ranchers with installation of conservation fixes on their land; working to stop
wind and water erosion and provide needed habitat improvements vital for soil and water conservation on the
landscape.
13 Contracts were enrolled in 2019 treating 4,090 acres.
Some of the practices installed last season include; CAP Nutrient Management Plan, Precision Nutrient Management, Prescribed Grazing Management and Infrastructure, Grass and Forb Plantings for Honey Bees and Pollina-

Bud Capping Trees,
improves forest
quality and vigor.

Watering Facilities,
improve grazing
management and
livestock health.

Cover Crops,
improve soil aggregate
structure, water infiltration , and
capture nutrients.

Irrigation Scheduler Program

2019 was a tough growing season, which started out
wet, remained cool, and ended up wetter. Yields were
variable across the region, with higher-than-normal
corn moisture and a lot of immature crops.

What is the Wetland Conservation Act?
•

The Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act is a state
law that was enacted in 1991 with the purpose of
the act as follows:



Achieve no net loss in the quantity, quality, and biological diversity of Minnesota’s existing wetlands



Increase the quantity, quality, and biological diversity of Minnesota's wetlands by restoring or enhancing diminished or drained wetlands



Avoid direct or indirect impacts from activities
that destroy or diminish the quantity, quality, and
biological diversity of wetlands



Replace wetland values where avoidance of activity
is no feasible or prudent.

The Wetland Conservation Act Regulates
Draining, Filling, and some excavations that take place
in wetlands.
Stop in and ask for Mitchell if you have questions!

We had 116 fields for 42 farmers in the 5 county area
enrolled in the program. Irrigation scheduling was
done on almost 10,000 acres!
Wadena County Feedlot Program
In 2019 we held our bi-annual Producers Meeting
in Sebeka. We had speakers from the MPCA and
MDA give updates on the feedlot program as well
as noxious weeds, and U of M Professor of Beef
Cattle Nutrition and Management Alfredo
DiCostanzo spoke about managing cattle in wet
conditions.
As a reminder, every feedlot in Wadena County is
required to register to be compliant with MPCA
rules. Registration forms, as well as manure test
kits, are always available in the Wadena SWCD
office. Stop by or call with any feedlot questions!

Local Youth Education

We had another great turnout for our annual “Conservation Days.” This outdoors event has been going on
since 1993 and was held at Old Wadena Campground north of Staples on October 2nd and 3rd. We had five
schools and 254 students attend, where they learned about the history natural resources of our county.
We have always had a great turnout from the schools and both students and teachers really appreciate this
opportunity we can provide to them.

Nutrient Management Initiative

This year staff worked with 12 producers and 6 crop advisors to
install 12 NMI plots: 7 in Otter Tail county, 2 in Wadena county,
and 3 in Todd county. We had 5 nitrogen rate trials, 3 nitrogen
stabilizer trials, 1 nitrogen timing trial, 1 nitrogen rate after
manure trial, 1 cover crop trial, and 1 advanced rate trial. The
NMI program helps producers offset the cost of experimenting
with different practices on their farm with the goal of reducing
input costs, increasing yield, and limiting environmental
impact.
Irrigation and Nutrient Management Clinic
It was a very cold and blustery February day for our
2019 Irrigation and Nutrient Management Clinic, but
that didn’t stop 68 producers from coming out to hear
about the latest advancements in agriculture! Guest
speakers talked about updates to our weather station
network, the latest news on the Nitrogen Fertilizer
Management Plan, and the hopes for future research
on irrigation in the central sands region.
Cover Crop Initiative Grant
In 2020 the EOT and Wadena SWCDs are excited to be
able to help local producers try out cover crops on their
farm as well as facilitate meetings to help farmers learn
from each other on successful crops and methods.
Applications were accepted this spring for the 2020
growing season. Contact the office for more information!

County Ag Inspecting
Wadena SWCD recently applied for Minnesota Department
of Agriculture's Level One Noxious Weed Grant and was
awarded $10,000 dollars. The money from this grant will be
used to start mapping locations of Noxious weeds in at the
township level in Wadena County. Once the county is
mapped we will be able to use the information to come up
with best management plans to control or eliminate weed
infestations.

Tree Sales and Planting
In 2019, cooperating with the East Otter Tail SWCD, we sold over
49,000 conservation grade trees in our annual tree sales. We
planted 14,000 trees in 5 days, then switched to laying tree
matting.
In 3 days we laid 26,000 feet—that’s almost 5 miles!

Forest Stewardship Planning Assistance Program
This program encourages landowners to actively manage their forested
lands for multiple uses, including personal benefits while protecting the
quality of its natural resources. The most important thing you can do to
start with is deciding on goals for your property. Our office has the
technical expertise to develop these plans on privately owned forest land in
Wadena, Todd and Otter Tail counties. It is a fee based program
depending on the amount of acres you wish to have in the plan. This fee
includes not only the plan, but also a walk through of your property with our
plan writer, answers to your forestry questions and a binder including
information on why managing your property is not only good for the trees
but also for a variety of wildlife.
In 2019, 46 landowners were reached with 25 plans on 2,523 acres.

SWCD STAFF
District Manager: Darren Newville
Administrative Secretary: Chantal Tougas
Assistant Manager/Water/Forestry Technician: Anne Oldakowski
Irrigation Technician/County Ag Inspector: Wade Salo
Technician: Mitchell Janson
Water Planner: Ben Underhill

Top Row: Darren, Chantal, Ben
Bottom Row: Wade, Anne, Mitchell

SWCD BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Tom Schulz, Nancy Benson, Bruce Juntunen, Brett Dailey, Ken Berg

